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Ulysses Times
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26 September 2018
Affiliated to Ulysses SA.
West Wits Chapter furthering the Brotherhood of biking whilst having fun doing it.

Age Restriction “40 SNL”
Rider Discretion Advised

Public Holiday Ride
Monday 24 September 2018
Harties Cable Way
GROUP PHOTO TAKEN AT THE HARTEBEESHOEK SATELLITE EARTH STATION.

From Left: Mark [Sgt At Arms], Mr Ivor & Mrs Brenda Westcott, Philip, Belinda, Allan [ President], Dawie.

It was decided at the skills test/training on Saturday to let Sunday be a free day and then to organise a group
ride to on the Monday being a Public Holiday. The ride to Harties was initiated by Philip and the group consisted of 7 people, 3 in a cage and 3 bike and 1 riding pillion set off from 007 Engen garage, C/ville at 08h00.
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Public Holiday Ride
Monday 24 September 2018
Harties Cable Way
[Updated 19 September 2018]
January

February
13 - Beatrix van Staden
24 - Hanelie Vermeulen
March
01 - Gert Nagel
04 - Trudie Ferguson
28 - Belinda Van Rhyn
April
07 - Gerald van Staden
22 - Petro Nagel

The original plan was to ride and have breakfast at the Harties Cable Way Restaurant however at the bottom of satellite road the group stopped and had a chin wag
and decided to rather stop over at Amanzingwe Lodge for their Buffet Breakfast
and hoping to get some wild life sightings before heading off to Harties Cable Way.
On route via the narrow road into Amanzingwe, Allan had to brake the bike so as to
allow a family of warthogs to cross over the road and go under the fence and into
the long grass of the
veld on the right.
Photo Right: Breakies
at Amanzingwe.

While sitting down
May
02 - Chris Jansen van Vuuren
24 - Valerie de Bruyn
June
01 - Hazel van der Merwe
06 - Nicky Oosthuizen
27 - Harold van Zyl

for breakfast 3 Kudu
approach the bottom
fence so that we
could get a clear view
of them before they
wondered off.

The Amanzingwe Buffet Breakfast is always a great tasty and pleasant experience
and cannot be beaten easy
by other establishments.
After breakfast we rode
onto the Cableway. We arrived there to find the
parking areas rather full
of cars showing that the
cableway was a popular
destination on a holiday.
The temperature had
climbed to 31 degrees and
we observed a long queue
waiting to go up the cable
way to get to the mountain
top.

July
-NilAugust
03 - Noreen Jansen Van Vuuren
18 - Sean van der Merwe
23 - Allan Ferguson
September
13 - Mark Westcott
October
05 - Bernie Van Zyl
08 - Philip Van Rhyn
10 - Daleen Westcott
12 - Johan Basson
18 - Specs Vermeulen
November
21 - Sakkie Viljoen
28 - Manda Oberholzer
December
11 - Andries Oberholzer

The group settled for a quite spot on the veranda of the restaurant where we could
get fresh air and some cold liquid refreshments.

Mark’s beer, however, was not cold and the waiter had to take it back be exchanged for a cold replacement one.
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Public Holiday Ride
Monday 24 September 2018
Harties Cable Way
On leaving the restaurant, the group just had to get in some funny photos or they were not growing old disgracefully enough.

Mark and his parents didn’t see themselves waiting in the
long traffic queues trying to get through the tunnel so they
opted to rather go back and visit the Jasmin Farmers Market en route back to Fochville.

Philip & Allan opted to ride with Dawie who wanted to visit
a

Biking Gear Stall to see if the items he wanted had arrived.
Poor Belinda riding pillion just had to go with the flow.
Thank goodness for lane splitting as the group rode right
past all the parked traffic and got to the front just as the
Traffic Lights changed to green. The heat had climbed to
32 degrees and was making one sweat because the group
had donned their ATGATT [All The Gear All The Time] for
safety as one really needs to dress for the slide and not
the ride nowadays.

Dawie’s stuff had not yet arrived as yet but it was not a wasted trip as Allan bought a new pair of gloves which
would come in handy as the old pair was getting to the end of its workable life.
Then the Ride home where Philip took up the lead. Great ride with approx 240kms done and all reported Home
Safe on the Chat Group.
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SKILLS TESTING & SOCIAL
WILD HOGS FOCHVILLE INVITATION
Saturday 22 September 2018
PHOTO TAKEN AT 007 ENGEN GARAGE

From Left: Dawie, Specs [Road Capt] Allan [President], Hazel, Sean, Gerald, Beatrix, Trudie [Treasurer], Nicky [Road Capt], Hanelie.
Missed the Photo Session but attended Event: Chris & Noreen, Valerie, Mark [Sgt At Arms], Sean Fergie, Charl Prinsloo.

Lance from the Wild Hogs Fochville contacted Allan [President West Wits] around 22 August and discussed his
envisaged joint Bike Skills Test / Practice day & Social. Allan concurred that it could be a great idea and asked
Lance to come back with a proposed date so the chapters could correlate diaries etc.

Lance contacted Allan via WhatsApp on the 10 September and placed the 22nd September 2018 on the chopping board. Concerns regarding the Long Weekend was at the back of their minds however Allan posted the
Hog’s Invitation onto the Chat group and when members started replying in the affirmative, Allan contacted
Lance and said it’s a go for the 22 Sept. Finally on the day the attendance of the West Wits had grown to 14
plus some friends of the Chapter joined as well.

We rode off at 10h15 for the Fochville Sports Stadium and arrived there just after 10h40. There was a short
delay along the route when we waited for the sweeper & two other to catch up with the main group.

When our group rode into the stadium we saw the Wild Hogs had already set up the braai, gazebos & chairs.
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SKILLS TESTING & SOCIAL
WILD HOGS FOCHVILLE INVITATION
Saturday 22 September 2018
We had been informed that there would be Wors Rolls and cold drinks available to purchase. The first batches
of Wors were almost ready on our arrival. Great organisation that was indeed.
Malcolm gathered all closer and Ulysses was offered to open in prayer. Allan asked Noreen if she would like to
do the honours. Thereafter the group was informed as how to read the Skills Test Layout in the large parking
lot so the main business of the day could start.
Allan
On the R1200 GSA
The layout was rather tight. So much so that a Suzuki M109R Boulevard could just get around with
the pegs almost touching the ground when doing
the 360 degrees around the cones.

Specs on his Vaal Japie took on the challenge and
Specs
On Vaal Japie
got around without his feet touching the ground. Allan
showed just how well balanced a BMW 1200 GSA is around
obstacles course. Then a figure of eight was laid down and
the GSA handled it rather easy too. A couple of riders had
to put a foot down .

Nicky on his Kawa ZX14 took on the course extremely well for a long wheel based sport bike.

After a period a tighter figure of 8 circuit was laid
down and then things became interesting with a
number of the less experience riders having to put
a foot down to steady themselves or end up dropping the bike.

The Old Ugly Buggers really showed the younger
generations on what they are made of by taking on
the course in their stride. Then the mass ride through Fochville Town and which was a learning experience for a
number of Learner License Riders & followed by a debriefing held afterwards to iron out some minor issues.

Great day out had by all, riding & socialising with other bikers from outside the Ulysses Family but united in
Biking. All Ulysses Reported Home Safe on the Chat Group.
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SKILLS TESTING & SOCIAL
WILD HOGS FOCHVILLE INVITATION
Saturday 22 September 2018

Johan - Vice President Wild Hogs

Malcolm - President Wild Hogs Fochville & Host / Organizer
Allan - President Ulysses West Wits

The smiles tell it all one would think.

Page 6

Tips & Hints
Carrying out a tight turn at slow speed with feet up on the pegs.


As your speed decreases you will loose benefit of the inertia and gyroscopic forces. So the
slower you go, the greater role the rider must play in helping keep gravity from pulling your motorcycle onto its side. Look at the position the rider in the photo has taken up - that bike is going to fall….



You must keep the “Center of Gravity” directly above the tyre contact patches on the road surface. To do this then you must constantly
adjust the Center of Gravity / Contact Patch relationship. You must continually shift your bodyweight so that you move the combined
Center of Gravity of bike and rider over the contact patches. An agile torso together with a loose grip on the handlebars helps maintain
balance in this way.



With very tight turns you must position your body weight on the outside footpeg to while letting the motorcycle lean. Keep your weight
on your footpegs so you can lean the bike more-or-less independently of your body (and vice versa). This allows you to quickly shift
body weight, turn the handlebars, or lean the bike to regain balance. Tip to move you bum off the seat to the side away from the inside
of corner so only one cheek rests on the seat. That really helps to throw your weight to the outside and shift the weight over the tyre
contact patches on the road. Google Carrying out tight Corners at slow speeds and watch the training videos to guide you.

Diarise Important Dates
A few important Chapter Dates to diarise:13 Oct 2018 - Chapter Monthly Meeting and Social
9 - 11 Nov 2018 - Ulysses SA Bi-Annual Meeting - Maluti Mountain Lodge, Clarens Reminder: Booking closes October 9th 2018.
23 - 25 Nov 2018 - West Wits Chapter Year End Break-a-way to Clarens - Die Bus Stop

Other Dates of some Day Jols & Rallies:7 - 9 Dec 2018 - Poison Rally - Kroonpark Holiday Resort, Kroonstad - Free State.

Smile a While
Biker told all the biker mates in the
pub that his email password has been
hacked yet again. That's now the
third time he had to rename the cat.
-----------------------------Two blonde biker chicks staggering to
their tent site when both fell down a
well at a Rally. One says to the other
one, "Isn't it dark down here?" Other
replies, "I don't know. I can't see a
damn thing."
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