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1 Rides For The Month
4 th September

Die Bospot

Groblersdal

11 th September

Stonehaven

Vaal

18 th September

Karoo Kafee

Pretoria East

25 th September

Amazingwe

Harties
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Ellen, Big Rob, Marc, Deanna
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Heading Out

Warm Birthday Wishes!!!! We have 3 this
month....Marc on the 7th, followed by Patsy on
the 15th and last but not least Graham on the
21st. May you all have a wonderful birthday
and a year ahead filled with health, wealth and
happiness!
The Breakfast Run Kitty as at end July stands at R 913-00.

2 Upcoming Events
SAVE THESE DATES (PLEASE)!






November – Bi-Annual in Colesberg
Swaziland
Frog Festival Chrissiesmeer – Early Dec
Vic Falls Next Year
Desert Run April Next Year???

3 From the Whitehouse
John is experiencing post-op difficulties and is in and out of hospital. A few
of us paid him a visit at the Donald Gordon Institute on the 9 th of August. He
was looking much better than when I had seen him a few days earlier, the
medication having a positive effect on the infection. Walking through the
hospital this rough looking bunch of bikers were getting curious side glances
and some funny looks!
After visiting hours were over, we decided to head out to Rim & Rubber for
Brunch. What a great venue, but a big pain in the arse navigating through the
suburbs to get there and parking is as much fun. If it wasn’t such a pain
getting there, this would be a great breakfast run venue. Food portions were
surprisingly generous making good value for money.
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Amadeus Rocks at the Barnyard and so does Joburg East! This show has
almost run its course and this was evident by the small crowd who none the
less had a good party atmosphere going. Trevor was showing some of his
slick moves in the process. We were all in agreement that this was a great
night out. Watch this space as the next event is not far away – Abba & Queen!
Afterwards we all went for coffee to enjoy the great evening just a little
longer.

4 Ride Reports
Pont de Val
A breakfast run is no longer possible due to the venue opening slightly later t han
previously. Now we have a Brunch Run instead and the consensus was that it was a
great idea. Something we will conider for the longer runs in future (and in Winter). Not
many ventured out this week with Ellen, Frans and Trevor visiting this venue for the
first time. The ride was uneventful with the tempratures being quite pleasant, making it
a leisurely ride. Booking in advance is essential as this venue is ex tremely popular. The
trip back was, as usual, via the Berry farm, where the standard Berry Ice Cream with
Berry Sauce and the Best ever Berry Cheesecake was washed down with Berry juice.
BERRY BERRY NICE, another good one.
Rating 8/10

Stonehaven (Harries Pancakes LOL)
Stonehaven became Harries Pancakes in Cullinan as the Vaal was in the same direction
as the Parys ride a week prior. Harries is a good choice. It was really busy when we
arrived, resembling a Pub with all the bikers milling around. We had re served a table,
and luckily we did, as with so many people around we thought we would have to wait a
while, but our friendly waitress had kept the table. We have managed to weed out the
venues with poor service, food, etc., but Harries continues to provide the opposite. The
ride back split into 2 groups, one going directly home, the other venturing on yet
another mystery ride back.
Rating 9/10

Swallows Inn
Ride report by Nick (Thanks Nick!) Swallows Inn is an attractive wedding and function
venue and is set in very pleasant surroundings. This is where the Magalies Express, the
steam train, stops for lunch on it's day trips. We were the only patrons in their huge
dark dining room and they made us a breakfast of two eggs, two viennas, two pieces of
bacon, a hash brown, a slice of raw tomato and baked beans. There was tea, coffee and
fruit juice, toast and preserve available as well. Unfortunately all the food except the
eggs was the same temperature as the plates, room temperature and the beans were
straight out of the fridge. We, Mark, Trevor and myself had a great ride both ways,
setting off at 8.30. The weather was perfect for riding. We had a swift but relaxed ride
and we arrived just before 10. The three of us went to Dingo's for a drink after th e ride.
A good day out.
Members – Peter, Eve, Nick, Patsy, Graham, Shane, Gail, Trevor, John, Janet, Jan, Susan, Frans,
Ellen, Big Rob, Marc, Deanna
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SPCA Animal Run
Most of us opted to take part in the Mass Ride, arriving just before the 9am departure.
The car park was full, with more bikers streaming in. It is great to see so much support
for a worthwhile cause. This was their 5 th year and it seems to be going from strength to
strength. The mass ride was civilised with bikers behaving themselves and no hooligan
element present. There was an incident where someone dropped a Harley, but that’s as
far as it went. The route was well controlled by Metro, while slow, it was not stop and
start if you managed to keep a steady pace. The venue quickly filled up with the first
queue forming for beer tickets. This grew very quickly. Alcohol prices were very
reasonable with R15 for a beer. There were many familiar faces and meeting up with
bikers whom we have come to know over the years. All in a good Sunday outing. Nick
came along later with Patsy who is looking remarkably well considering what she has
been through lately and was her normal jovial self.

See You All Next Week, Same Time, Same Place .

5 Gallery
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The
Drone

6 Bric n Bracs

WHAT MADE MIKE HAILWOOD SO GOOD
Only two riders are usually considered for the accolade ‘greatest bike racer ever’: Valentino Rossi and Mike
Hailwood. Fifty-five years after Mike the Bike’s first TT win and first world title, friends, rivals and team -mates
discuss what made Hailwood so great .

On the morning of June 12 1961 Mike Hailwood rode a Honda RC143 125 twin to victory in the
Lightweight TT. It was his first success in the world’s greatest motorcycle racing event. A few hours
later, the 21 year-old climbed aboard a Honda RC162 four-cylinder 250 and won the Junior TT. At
the end of the week he took his Bill Lacey-tuned Manx Norton to victory in the Senior and became
the first rider to win three races in TT week. That September, Hailwood secured his first world title
aboard the same 250 at the Swedish GP. The foundations to his legend had been laid – Mike the
Bike would go on to win another nine world championships.
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It is remarkable that half a century later Hailwood is still rated by many as the greatest racer of all
time. Only one other rider is usually considered for that accolade – nine-time world champion
Valentino Rossi. So what made the man so great?
Hailwood was a one-in-a-billion force of natural talent who had an instinctive ability to ride a
motorcycle. Some of that was inborn, some of it came from experience because he started riding
much earlier than most.
Years before the Japanese industry invented the minibike, Hailwood’s millionaire father gave the
seven-year-old Hailwood a handmade minibike on which to hone his riding skills. No wonder he was
already winning British titles in his teens.
There’s no doubt that Hailwood had a privileged upbringing, both in real life and on the track. “Mike
would turn up at Pommie meetings with six Nortons in his truck, and who the hell else had that?”
remembers Aussie rival Jack Ahearn. “But it was for the right bloke – Mike was a bloody good rider.
His old man was the one I didn’t like – Stan the Wallet was a miserable old so-and-so!”
Hailwood may have been spoilt by his overbearing father, but he was nothing less than a genius
rider.
“Mike was blindingly quick through the corners and on the throttle very early,” says Ralph Bryans,
Hailwood’s Honda team-mate in 1967, his final year as a GP rider. “His lines were good too – if you
put a postage stamp on the road he’d run over it every lap. And you knew when he was behind you
that he was going to come past – there was no two ways about it.”
Bryans remembers going out to practice at Imatra in 1967, both of them aboard Honda’s 250 six:
“Round the back of the circuit there was a triple apex corner with a vicious camber. I sat up, looked
at it, knocked back a gear, went over the first camber and Mike came shooting past, front wheel in
the air, across the first camber, down again, dirt flying off the road and across the next camber. I shut
off because I thought I was going to witness the biggest accident ever, but he got round. And the
bugger did exactly the same thing for the next four laps. I said to him afterwards ‘Jesus, Mike that
was near the bone’. He said ‘I know, I gave myself a fright the first time, but then I realised I could do
it’. So he kept doing it.”
Usually, Hailwood’s style was silky smooth, which perfectly
suited the era’s rudimentary brakes, suspension and tyres.
Back then, it was all about keeping the momentum rolling.
“His style was very smooth and he was so good to watch,” says
former GP winner Peter Williams, whom Hailwood once wanted
for a Honda team-mate. “He had a certain economy of
movement, just enough and not too much. I think Rossi is
similar – very smooth and stylish, and he doesn’t manhandle
the bike. Mike was a great rider and an incredibly brave man – not many people get the George
Medal.”
Hailwood received this rare award – the civilian Victoria Cross – for risking his own life while
dragging Clay Reggazoni from his blazing car during the 1973 South African F1 car GP. Hailwood
twice dabbled with F1, scoring a best of second place in the 1972 Monza GP.
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Perhaps just as impressive as Hailwood’s speed, style and bravery was his talent for extracting the
maximum from any motorcycle in any condition; a crucial ability at a time when machinery rarely
performed to perfection.
“If you cobbled something together and gave it to him he’d ring its neck right away without thinking
about it,” adds Bryans. “Most riders want the bike to be right before they can do their best, but Mike
didn’t seem to bother that much. He had an amazing talent for riding practically anything.”
Williams can still hardly believe the 1967 Senior TT when Hailwood rode Honda’s evil-handling
RC181 to victory, with a loose throttle.
“He automatically made allowances for any disadvantage the bike was giving him,” says Williams. “I
mean, how on earth to you win a TT with a loose throttle? Just mind-blowing.”
And all this despite his infamous lack of technical know-how. Bryans again: “His mechanical
knowledge was practically zero – he didn’t have the remotest idea. I was there when he jumped
aboard the 250 six for the first time at Suzuka. He came back in and they asked him what it was like
and he said ‘bloody awful’. But as for what was it doing and what could they do to fix it – no feedback
whatsoever. It was lucky there wasn’t much set-up to do in those days – there was only one tyre
choice and we’d set the suspension at the start of the year and never touch it again.”
Giacomo Agostini, Hailwood’s biggest rival on the world stage, likens him to Honda’s current GP star.
“Mike was like Casey Stoner,” he says. “If the bike is good or not so good, for him it’s about the
same. I remember in ’65 when we both rode MV 500s. I tried his bike and it was shit. Then he tried
my bike and he said ‘oh Ago, it’s fantastic’. The bikes were the same, only my settings were better.
But for him the lap time was exactly the same with both.”
Ago enjoyed his many battles with Hailwood because he could trust him: “Mike was very, very fast
and very honest. He liked to win with his own power, not with other things like some other riders. It
was nice to battle very close with him. Riding very close can be very dangerous, but not with him.”
In fact Hailwood did use “other things”, including psychological warfare. Pat Slinn, who helped fettle
Hailwood’s Ducati 900SS during his magical Island comeback in 1978, recalls a funny moment
during practice week.
“Mike was the psychological master at winding people up,” says
Slinn. “We were in pit lane with [Yamaha mechanic] Nobby
Clark, and Mike had just done a couple of very quick laps on
the Yamaha 500, riding round with Mick Grant. Mick said ‘I
nearly got past you here’ and ‘I wanted to come past here but I
thought I’d better not’. Then Mike turned to Nobby and said
‘that reminds me, can you check it out, I think the bloody thing
was only running on three’. I thought that was absolutely
amazing.”
Slinn says he never had any doubt that Hailwood was going to win the ’78 TT F1 race. “I don’t think
he would’ve entered if he hadn’t been sure he could win. After his first practice session on the
Ducati, he came in, gave the bike to [Ducati engineer] Franco Farne and said ‘I haven’t forgotten any
of it, every bump is still there’. When he broke the lap record in Thursday practice, Farne thought his
stopwatch had broken, he couldn’t believe it.”
Members – Peter, Eve, Nick, Patsy, Graham, Shane, Gail, Trevor, John, Janet, Jan, Susan, Frans,
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Slinn and many others are convinced that Hailwood was the greatest of his era. “Anybody from that
time would say Mike was the boss,” says Bryans. “Ago would admit that, Phil Read would, anybody
would.”
Of course, Agostini doesn’t. “It’s difficult to say because every rider thinks they are better than the
others,” says Ago. “It’s the same now with Valentino, Stoner and [Jorge] Lorenzo. I don’t want to say
I was better than Mike but I don’t want to say
I was worse. I think we were equal.”
But Ago does believe that Hailwood was better than Rossi, which presumably means that he too is
better than Rossi. “Mike has one thing that Valentino doesn’t. On one day he races a 125 and he
wins, he races a 250 and he wins, 350 and wins, 500 and wins. Not many riders can do this. Why
was he so good? I don’t know. I think talent is something our mothers or God gives us, like Cassius
Clay in boxing, Eddy Merckx in cycling and Bobby Charlton in football.”
One thing everyone does seem to agree on is the fact that Hailwood was a good man. “He was such
a gentleman to work with,” says Slinn. “He asked for things, he said please and he said thank you.
He was a thoroughly nice guy.”
A nice guy perhaps, but with a racer’s killer instinct. “Mike took his racing very, very seriously,” says
Bryans, recalling the 1966 East German GP, at the height of the Hailwood/Agostini duel for the 500
title. “Mike’s bike had broken and Ago was running away with the race when, lo and behold, he
crashed on the last lap. Mike was in his caravan in a foul mood. I went in and said ‘Hey Mike, Ago
just crashed’. And what did Mike say to that? ‘Fucking good!’ – no ‘Is he all right?’ or anything like
that.”
Agostini was deeply touched by Hailwood’s gracious behaviour following their epic battle in the
following year’s Senior TT. Ago had been leading when his chain snapped. “In the evening, Mike
came to pick me up from my hotel and took me to the discotheque. He told me ‘You were the winner
today’, which was fantastic. Not many riders would do that.”
Hailwood spent a lot of time in discos – he was a naughty gentleman playboy. His weaknesses,
according to Bryans were “women and drink”. Bryans remembers a hilarious incident in 1966,
following Jim Redman’s career-ending crash at Spa.
“After the racing, Mike, myself and Stuart Graham jumped in Mike’s Ferrari to see how Jim was. The
hospital was a big old chateau, staffed by nuns. After we’d seen Jim, we were leaving when Mike
approaches this nurse and says ‘Excuse me, could I have a shot of streptomycin’. The nun says
‘Why do you want a shot of streptomycin’ and he says ‘Because I’m allergic to penicillin’. And she
says ‘But why do you require an antibiotic’ and he says ‘I’ve got a dose of the clap’. He’d been down
in Cannes and he’d come back with more than he bargained for.”
Slinn still remembers the post-race knees-up following Hailwood’s most famous victory – the 1978 F1
TT. “We had a wonderful party in a little restaurant in Douglas. We all saw the sun come up. Mike
certainly knew how to let his hair down. He was very, very fast and people adored him because he
was a nice guy. He was the last of a breed.
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