Ulysses East London
Newsletter April 2018
Hi fellow members
What a month of mixed emotions. I think my life follows the route of a
rollercoaster. Such highs and lows were definitely not funny – must be an age
thing.
Seeing the Buffalo Rally come and go, it was heart-breaking not to attend. Only
the second Buffalo Rally that I have missed in 22 years. I hope whoever went
enjoyed it. I heard and read that the Road Runners had a good time.
With the mix of public holidays and goings on, the club nights have also been
interrupted – except for kindly Rodney and Michelle Hiles who opened their
doors for our benefit. Thank you so much.
Preparations for the National Rally and road trip must be well on the way –
again no feedback has been received.
Folks, I do the newsletter for everyone’s benefit and not for my health. Thus I
expect a little more participation. I do not want it to become a joke mag but to
encourage more interaction amongst members – and prospective members –
by having tales of outings, experiences and future endeavours / plans that may
be attractive and interesting to us all.
In March, we had breakfast runs, Ulysses Port Alfred weekend, Buffalo Rally,
Bikini Bike Wash, Furry Friends Ride, Road Runners Poker Run etc and not one
feedback report.
Remember ladies – you too are members, riders or pillions. My plea includes
every member.
Failure to receive any input will result in a two page newsletter – date and
heading on front page and calendar and birthdates on the second.
Please guys.
Rodney – I salute you for your continuous contributions.
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The Ulysses flag hand-over in Port Alfred. No report.
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With nothing further to “write home about” I decided that, as it is his birthday on 3 rd April, I
could say something about Peter Twissell.
Peter was born 3rd April 1953 and met the then sexy Sue Brown (Peter now names her his
Old Brown Cherry) and was married in 1976. In 1984 they had their only child – Bianca.
Peter started his apprenticeship as a mechanic and what a fine one he became. In his
profession he is widely respected and consulted by all and sundry in the biking business. I
mean, of all my new bikes bought, the first service was done by the dealership and Peter
took care of the rest. He has recently sold his business he has had for decades.
I remember the first enduro still so clearly. It was Peter’s (and my) very first enduro and it
was in May 1982. We both entered on street scramblers – him on a Kawasaki KL250 and me
on a Honda XL250. On the final lap I fell on a steep hill still called the widow-maker. Peter
rode over me but I suffered no injuries. Peter went on to win the class and I finished second.
In the following years Peter become an excellent rider winning many East Cape and Border
titles. A huge disappointment to him (and us all) was when he rode the full national circuit
one year. He won the championship but, for some obscure reason, was never recognised by
the national authorities and crowned champion. After all the travelling and expenses I could
understand his exasperation.
Together Peter and I have attended many rallies together (including about 18 Buffs), ridden
off-road weekends and he is truly a great friend. The weekend outings off-road are
treasured memories. Riding with different crowds, we rode - in the Transkei, Hamburg,
Hogsback, Cathcart, Kei River, Kubuse, Maclear (the FZN Festival extreme ride) and a host
more. Casually and without fuss, he quietly walks that extra mile for people. Fetching me
when I broke down, going back to fetch an extra battery for an away weekend in case it was
needed, fitting my bike in for some attention when I was in a hurry and so forth.
Pete, if you are retiring, we wish you all the best for the future but hopefully you will not
retire nor tire from riding with us.
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Blast from the past – 2010 Ulysses National Rally in St Lucia – the East London attendees.
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Sometimes, when I look at my children, I
say to myself,
'Lillian, you should have remained a virgin.'
Lillian Carter (mother of Jimmy Carter)
I had a rose named after me and I was very
flattered.
But I was not pleased to read the
description in the catalogue:
'No good in a bed, but fine against a wall.'
Eleanor Roosevelt
Last week, I stated this woman was the
ugliest woman I had ever seen.
I have since been visited by her sister, and
now wish to withdraw that statement.
Mark Twain

The secret of a good sermon is to have a
good beginning and a good ending;
and to have the two as close together as
possible
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BIRTHDAYS
April 2018

April 2018

6-8th Road Eagles Rally

3rd Peter Twissell

13th Club night

4th Marinus Proudfoot

13-15th Black Rock Rally Gonubie

May 2018

15 Areena Run

2nd Ray van der Berg

26-29th Africa Bike Week EL

6th Michelle Hiles

27th Club Night / Public Holiday

7th Richard Nuza

27-29th Strawdogs Rally Graaff
Reinet

8th Keith Carnell

29th Komga Bistro

10th Sharon Proudfoot
16th Jenny Potts

May 2018
25-27th Bulldog Rally Kei Mouth

Please notify me if any dates have
been missed
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